METHAMPHETAMINE IN IDAHO

Methamphetamine (meth) has been declared an epidemic by state health services and governors, impacting every segment
of our society. Idaho taxpayers and children bear the direct and indirect costs related to the meth epidemic:

*  Meth is the drug of choice for 65 percent of 1,062 drug court participants surveyed

»  Children living in a home used as a meth lab are at extreme risk for injury or health problems

»  Idaho ranks 9th highest in the U.S. for dependence or abuse of illegal drugs or alcohol among ages 12-17

»  Up to 80 percent of Idaho child abuse and neglect cases are substance-abuse related

»  The state of Idaho spends $66.0 million annually to house adult male inmates who admit to having a meth problem
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clean up a meth lab can range from $2,000 to $4,000.

Data Source: Idaho Department of Correction

What is Idaho Doing?

In fiscal year 2006 House Bills 530 and 519 were passed limiting the amount of pseudo ephedrine that could be purchased
and possessed by one person at a certain time. Pseudo ephedrine is one of the main ingredients in the production of meth, and
officials hope this limit will make meth more difficult to produce.

The Office of Drug Policy was created in fiscal year 2006 to help combat the meth problem in Idaho. The director of the
Office of Drug Policy is working closely with law enforcement as well as governmental authorities in an effort to curb the
problem and respond to substance abuse needs. The Interagency Substance Abuse Committee was recently formed to work
with all state agencies on this topic. Funding for the Office of Drug Policy is provided directly from the Governor’s Office.

In March 2007, the “March Against Meth” campaign kicked off, encouraging Idahoans to commit to a lifestyle free of illegal
drugs. The program also helps educate people about meth and the problems associated with its use.

The Office of Drug Policy has launched a fundraising effort for an ad campaign called the Idaho Meth Project. This ad
campaign, based on the Montana Meth Project called “Not Even Once,” will use newspapers, billboards, radio, and television
ads to depict the horrors of meth use and addiction. The Montana project is credited with reducing meth use in the state from
fifth worst in the nation in 2005 to 39" in 2007, with teen use of meth declining by 45 percent. Idaho currently ranks 5%
nationally in the use of meth. Organizers hope to raise $2.7 million for the educational ad campaign.

Further information about the Idaho Meth Project can be found at www.idahomethproject.org.
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