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     Benefits from online learning include the following:                                                         
                                                                                                                                                      
     •     Expanded course offerings including advanced placement and dual credit
     •     Access to highly qualified faculty in key content areas
     •     Aid in scheduling conflicts
     •     Additional academic support to struggling students
     •     21st century learning skills

Idaho Digital Learning Academy

IDLA Student Enrollment 
Years 2004 - 2008

*  estimated enrollment figures

* *

General Fund Appropriation 
Fiscal Years 2004 - 2007
(Dollars in thousands)

The Idaho Digital Learning Academy (IDLA) is a state sponsored, accredited, online virtual school created through the 
Idaho State Legislature (Idaho Code, Title 33, Chapter 55) within the State Department of Education to provide Idaho students 
with greater access to a variety of courses and a highly qualified faculty.  This virtual school for grades 7 through 12 was 
created to address the educational needs of all Idaho students: traditional, home schooled, at-risk, and gifted learners.  IDLA 
allows students to be enrolled full time at the local school district yet still have the opportunity to take an online course.

The IDLA offers 85 courses ranging from electives to 
advanced placement.  During the 2005-2006 school 
year, 78 percent of the State’s school districts partic-
ipated.  The IDLA has experienced a large increase 
in schools using their services as a means of offering 
courses they wouldn’t be able to provide due to staff-
ing limitations.  Student enrollment increased 33 per-
cent from the 2005-2006 school year to the 2006-2007 
school year.                                                                                                    

The national trend of online virtual schools is similar 
to the enrollment increases seen at the IDLA.  Nation-
ally, 500,000 students are enrolled in online virtual 
school courses at 25 state-led virtual schools.

Increased Participation

Data Source: Idaho Digital Learning Academy

Data Source: Idaho Legislative Fiscal Report 2007

Funding History of IDLA

In fiscal years 2004 and 2005 the Legislature funded 
the IDLA with an annual appropriation of $450,000.  
In 2006, the IDLA expanded their course offerings, 
which included advanced placement courses and 
courses offered to seventh and eighth grade students 
for the first time.  In 2006 the IDLA appropriation was 
increased to $900,000, an increase of 100 percent from 
2005.  In fiscal year 2007 the Legislature approved a 
22 percent increase in appropriations, in order to lower 
course fees to $50 per semester.
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